
  

Dec 7, 2018—issue 7 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 
Dear King Families,  

We are all being bombarded with 
reminders that we are in the thick of the 
holiday season.  For those of us who 
celebrate a holiday this time of year, a 
frequent gift is related technology.  20 years 
ago, when our children were young, my 
husband reminded me, “They are already 
behind if they don’t use the computer!”  
Technology is great, but there has to be a 
limit.  As parents/guardians we are always 
looking to do what’s right and best for our 
kids.  Below is an article Gary Court, 
another AAPS principal, wrote and gave me 
permission to share with you. I believe you 
will find it helpful. 

Lately, parents and teachers have raised the 
issue of screen time for elementary-age 
students.  In particular, several families 
have shared their struggle with their 
children’s eagerness, fixation and 
sometimes addicting-appearing focus on 
playing video games.   I wanted to share 
some thoughts. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Dream keeper 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

attention, consume vast amounts of our time 
and not much more. 

The Barna Group reports that 60% of 
all parents set limits (Do you set any limits on 
the amount of time your children can spend on 
an electronic device?) and 40% answered 
no. 

Limits should be established.  Children need 
boundaries. The amount of time permitted on 
screens is a parental decision.  When games or 
screen are available or accessed is a parent’s 
prerogative.   Some families are instituting a no 
device at family meals guideline to inspire 
conversation, dialogue and discussion. 

Lastly, please feel absolutely free to use my 
name with your child(ren) if you need some 
leverage when establishing boundaries and 
parameters.  I am always glad to help!  Please 
note the resources at the top of  page 8. 

Be well.  --Mary 

Fortnite has become the best-selling game 
ever.  “Players fight each other, making it 
through a night of zombies, or surviving to 
the end of a massive battle, and they use the 
landscape around them to find materials to 
build shelters.”  What core values are 
developed and nurtured by playing a game 
like that?  

The American Academy of Pediatrics has 
concluded that games “in which killing others 
is the central theme (like Fortnite) are not 
appropriate for children. Incidentally, 
“children” here means “humans under 18 
years of age.” (Dr. Sax) 

One must recognize that most of screen-
based activities are to promote consumption, 
engage us and keep us entertained, and we 
can learn them far too quickly.  One writer 
states, “They ask too little of us and make the 
world too simple.”  Instead of making or 
creating something, screen time demands 
little effort and we end up producing very 
little.  Often, screens command our  
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Want to make a difference in the life of your child? 

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD'S READING AT HOME! 

Hi, parents and guardians!  

Are you looking for ways to support your child's reading at home? By reading with 
your child for 20 minutes per day and making a few simple strategies a part of your 
daily home routine, you can make a positive impact on your child's success in school!  

Click HERE for strategies that support 6 components of reading: phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing. As you look through the 
document you will notice QR codes next to each activity. Each QR code links to a 
video example of the activity so you can see what it looks like in action.  

Please contact Katie Russell, King's Building Literacy Expert, with any questions.  
Email russellk@aaps.k12.mi.us 

 

 

 

 

Kudos to all who made our Y5’s – 1st grade Literacy Night a HUGE 
success!  Mrs. Katie Russell, King’s Building Literacy Expert 
coordinated this fantastic event! 

Others who volunteered include: 

• Tom Clarkson 

• Nicole Hong 

• Morgan Ebright 

• Rachel Cohen 

• Kayla Bomeli 

• Jennifer Brose 

• Kate Roberts 

• Heather Halabu 

• Diana Gatonez 

• Allie Trillet Kayla Bom

• Patti Jarosz

• Andrea Delise 

• Laura Catalano 

• Katie Burrill 

• Monica Dalmia 

• Ashley Panagiotides

• Tricia Guest 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Fri, Dec 7th – 14th 

o Snowman Gift Drive 

o See posters at the front doors to 
select a child and gift  

• Mon, Dec 10th:  6:30 PM 

o PTO Meeting in the Media Center

o All families are welcome and 
encouraged to attend 

o Child care for school-aged children 
is free! 

• Fri, Dec 14th 

o Gifts for Snowman Gift Drive due 
to office 

• Mon, Dec 24th – Fri, Jan 4th 

o No school for Holiday Break 

• Mon, Jan 7th 

o School resumes 

o PTO Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

o All are welcome and child care is 
provided free for school-aged 
children. 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear King Families,  
 

As we wrap up the first half of the school year, I want to take a 
moment to thank all of the parents who have donated to the school 
and PTO this year.  Whether you have donated money and/or your 
time, we are so grateful.  What a wonderful community we have!  

As we head into winter break, I ask you to consider giving one more 
time. Please help us support local families in need. The King PTO is 
partnering with Community Action Network for our annual 
Snowman Gift drive.  This gift drive helps AAPS families with 
school age children by providing gifts off wish lists for local 
families.  Please consider grabbing a tag near the front office! 

 

Best,  

Jen McNamara, PTO President 

 
 

 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items that remain will 

be donated after school on the last Friday of each month. 
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Thank you to our Book Fair Volunteers! 

Kudos to our Book Fair team of volunteers who ensured the King children had a fabulous book fair 

experience!   

Our amazing Book Fair coordinators included: Mandy Hutton, Gayle Green, Lisa Mitchell, and Dana 

Habers.   

• Leslie Calhoun 

• Katie Baidel 

• Sara Schneidewind 

• Jen McNamara 

• Marguerite Dillard 

• Tori Melendez 

• Nicole Bhave 

• Wei Zhao 

• Zhihua We 

SAVE ROUTES TO SCHOOL SURVEY for families. 

Thanks to your feedback, we learned that the Safe Routes to School Survey had a few errors in it. Our sincere 

apologies. It has been corrected and the new survey can be found 

here: https://goo.gl/forms/p5ROyKL9L7NBfMjW2    The deadline will be changed to Friday, December 14th. 

                                   

• Lakshmi Narayanaswamy 

• John Ramirez 

• Rae Hoeskstra 

• Stephanie Miller 

• Kiana Barfield 

• Kate Delaney 

• Hee Jin Bang 

• Disna Bandaranayake 

• Xiao Gu 

• Julie Ewy 

• Yanhua Xiao 

• Ko Yu Chan 

• Lindy Lee 

• Emily Fine 

• Sapna Nichani 

• Fareeha Azimi 

• Jamie Haberichter 

• Vanessa Manroop 

• Sherry Grant 

• Emily Stewart 

• Anjali Shah 

• Roshanne Etezady 

• Grace Wu 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP TO BLAST OFF TO SPACE CAMP! 
 

 
 
Since 1999, the entire King 5th grade has attended Space Camp at the US Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama. King is the 
only public school in Michigan to offer this fantastic experience that has helped inspire our future engineers, doctors, scientists, poets, 
leaders, and scholars. 
 
With the help of the Space Camp Scholarship Fund, ALL King 5th graders who want to go to Space Camp can go, regardless of ability 
to pay. As the 5th grade teachers say, “We all go, or no one goes.” You can help this proud tradition to continue for years to come by 
donating what you can to keep the fund available to those who need it. Our goal for this year is $8000. So far, with $4000 pledged by 
5th grade families and $1300 raised at last year’s ice cream social, we are only $2700 from our goal! 
 

With your donation, we will prominently display a star (up to $25), moon ($25-$50), supernova ($50-$100), or space shuttle 
(more than $100) with your family’s or child’s name on it at King to show our progress toward making this year’s trip a reality. 

Making a tax-deductible donation is easy. You can buy a star in person (using check, cash or credit) at various King events. Please go 
to https://kingpto.schoolauction.net/spacecamp2019/give/ to donate online or you can fill out the flyer that came 
home in your child’s Friday Folder and drop a check at the office. All donations are valued and will be acknowledged on our wall. 
Watch our progress as we reach for the stars! 

 

Questions? Ask Liz at lizbatteh@yahoo.com 
Carrie at carriersb@gmail.com       

Home-School Tech Connection 
 

 
Typing Club 
 

 

 
 

  
 

In Library class, some time will be set aside for keyboarding practice in Grades K-5. For 
families wishing to supplement their child’s typing time, students can use Typing Club at 
home. 
 

How To Log In 
Clever is a portal through which students can access many different apps specific to the 
AAPS.  Choose the “Log in with Clever” option, then enter the username and password or 
scan the QR code (provided from your teacher or librarian).  Once in Clever, choose the 
Typing Club app to begin typing. 

We are excited to let you know that our school will be participating in the 2018 Hour of Code!  Each class 
will get to try out a coding activity from December 3-7.  If you have experience in computer science and 
are interested in volunteering next week or in the future, please contact Mrs. Burrill. 
burrillk@aaps.k12.mi.us  During your volunteer shift you can talk about your job/field and/or assist 
students in the coding activity. 

The Hour of Code (hourofcode.org), organized by the nonprofit Code.org and over 100 others, is a global 
movement that believes the students of today are ready to learn critical skills for 21st century success. The 
mission of the Hour of Code is to introduce every student to computer science. That’s our mission, too! 

For information on the Hour of Code program, please visit hourofcode.org or bit.ly/HOCatAAPS 



DREAM KEEPER KING ANTI-BULLYING CLUB
Session 2: November 28-29, 2018

We began by playing Human Bingo to help students' build 

relationships and learn each other's names. Click the 

picture to get a copy.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Upstanders are people who are willing to 

stand up to bullying. We watched The NED 

Show's "You can be an Upstander" Video. 

Click the picture to view the video. We 

discussed the di�ference between bystanders 

and upstanders and reviewed NED's four 

Upstander Actions. Click here to get a copy 

of our presentation.  

UPSTANDER STRATEGIES

Students came up with their own ideas of how they 

can be Upstanders using their eyes, ears, and mouth 

to stand up to bullying. Here are just some of their 

great ideas...

STUDENT-DESIGNED STRATEGIES

SCHOOL-HOME

CONNECTION

To learn more about bullying and how to talk to your child about 

bullying visit PACER's National Bullying Prevention Center.

The NED Show's website also has a great list of bullying 

prevention books to read at home. 

"With my ears I can hear someone cry."
"With my eyes I can see bullying happen."

"Say that's NOT RIGHT!"

To learn more about bullying and how to talk to your child about

bullying visit PACER's National Bullying Prevention Center.

The NED Show's website also has a great list of bullying

prevention books to read at home.
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Anti-Bullying Club Dates! 

 

Parent Volunteer sign-up with new dates! 

                                    https://tinyurl.com/y7ttpapu 

2nd & 3rd 4th & 5th 

Fri, 1/18 Thurs, 1/17 

Wed, 2/20  Thurs, 2/14 

Thurs, 4/18 Wed, 4/17 

Thurs, 5/30 Wed, 5/29 

Mary Cooper | King Principal 

Heather Halabu | King Assistant Principal 

Jennifer Cole | Parent and Co-Facilitator 

Sarah Hong | Parent and Co-Facilitator 

Carly Ly | Parent and Co-Facilitator 
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EARLY RELEASE DAYS 

Again, for the 2018-19 school year, the Ann Arbor Public Schools has 

made the decision to have early release days throughout the school year. 

The reason is to provide additional opportunity for staff professional 

development.  Even with three after-school meetings each month, each just 80 minutes in length, there is not 

the kind of time necessary to delve deeply into the important topics and practices.  This time will be used well 

and wisely for the sake of your child’s education. 

Please make note of the Early Release days for the 18-19school year, with dismissal time being 1:29.   

• Wednesday, January 30 

• Wednesday, February 27 

• Wednesday, May 22 

You may want to consider King Care as an option on these early release days.  Children need to be 

registered at least two days prior.  Contact: kingchildsupervision@yahoo.com or 

kingchildcare.com 

 

Resources to help with screen time and technology:                                        

Fortnite, Boys and Self-Control by Dr. Sax in Psychology Today, May 12, 2018 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/sax-sex/201805/fortnite-boys-and-self-control 

Parenting the Fortnite Addict by Lisa Damour, NYT April 30, 2018 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/30/well/family/parenting-the-fortnite-addict.html 

The Tech-Wise Family, Everyday Steps to Putting Technology in Its Proper Place by Andy Crouch. Baker House 2017

Reclaiming Conversations:  The Power of Talk in a Digital Age by Sherry Turkle.  Penguin  2015 

Here is the letter above as an attachment:  technology  
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Good News for ALL King Kids!!!!   

KINGDOMS ARE COMING ON 12/20!!! 

 

As we continue to implement the Responsive Classroom framework, we will soon add “KINGDOMS”, which is an additional 
opportunity that will positively impact all 529 King students!  So what’s a Kingdom?  It’s our school’s name for a multi-age 
group that will meet with an adult (teachers, office professional, custodian, assistant principal or principal 5 times this school 
year.  In these safe and caring environments approximately 16 students from all grade levels will meet once per month. The 
clear purpose is to assure the healthy development of every child so that each one has the knowledge, skills and resiliency to 
be successful in a rapidly changing world.  Six of us piloted Kingdoms in the 2017-18 school year, and this year our King 
Team is embracing the opportunity to implement them across the entire school!  Our first Kingdom will be on Thurs, Dec 
20th from 9:05 – 9:45 am.   
  

We believe socialization and learning will improve for all students because 
Kingdoms promote: 

• feeling included and appreciated by peers and teachers. 

• being respected for their different abilities, ages, cultures, gender, 
interests and dreams. 

! having positive expectations from others that they will succeed. 
 
 
Students learn a set of collaborative skills so they can work well together in 
our long-term groups, Kingdoms. The focus will be to: 
! meet and learn names of students other than classmates. 
! help each other work on tasks, as well as set goals and solve 

problems. 
! Explore the five goals for which we strive for at King School: 

o Cooperation 
o Assertiveness 
o Responsibility 
o Empathy 
o Self-control 

! celebrate achievements. 
 

 

Kingdoms will have four norms we will 
all honor: 
 
! attentive listening 
! appreciation/no put downs 
! mutual respect, and 
! the right to pass 

Parents/guardians, want the inside 
scoop on Kingdoms?  

 

You are invited to attend!  We would 
love to have volunteers on the morning 
of Kingdoms.  Your job would be to help 
students find their Kingdom classroom.  
Please sign up to help with one or more 
of these special days!  We promise you 
will have fun and learn, too!  Just click 
here. 
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Hello King Families! 

 

Thank you so much to each and every one of you who shopped and volunteered at our Book Fair 

this week! If you didn't get a chance to shop, or the book you were interested in was sold out, you 

still have an opportunity to shop through our online book fair. The online book fair is running now 

through December 11, and proceeds will still benefit our PTO. To access our shop, go 

to www.scholastic.com/bf/kingfall2018, then scroll down and click on where it says "Shop 

Now".  

 

Thanks again for all your support! 

- Your Book Fair Co-Chairs 

	

 


